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What advice do you wish someone would have given you?

1 chink when you start a business doing something vou love, you want
to work IN the business so much  bue really, you need w carve out
the time and/or add the staft to work ON the business so thac it can
flourish.

Did you have a mentor?

1 had a meneor carly on, a former CEO of a Forune 500 company.
‘l'oday | have a business coach  and | wonder how 1 ever ran a business
withour one!

How long did it take to become profitable?
We were profitable within che first vear of business  thank goodness!

Do you feel it was more difficult because ¥ou arc a women?

Maybe ir's because of the i_ndustr}-' I'm in {advertising / ma.rkctmg) or
where my company is located (NYC metro arca), but 1 1'ca.ll}-' have noc
fele like bcing a woman impeded my career. My mother a.lwa}’s told me
1 could do anything | wanred. and 1 belicved her. :)

WOMEN OWNED BUSINESS

Whac was the best thing you did to grow your business?

Joining Entreprencurs’ Organization (EQY), a global network, was key to
growing and improving our business. 1esigned to help entreprencurs learn
from experts and from cach other. through sharing of experiences and
resources, EO) is an invaluable resource. Asa member. vou join what is
called a forum  a group of 6-10 entreprencurs who all run non-
competitive businesses. You meer once a month and share things on the
decpest levels about your life  business and personal — and everyone
provides Gestale-driven insights to help cach other grow. [¢'s like having a
personal board of directors. | cannot recommend EC) highly enough.

Do you think social media is imporcant?

Well, when vou look ar the power of social media. | don’t know how
anyone can arguc against the idea thar social media is imporrant. What
may be in question is whether or not social media is good. . .and it's
important o remember that any technology is neither inherendy good nor
evil. 1¢'s really about how vou use it. 1f we as individuals. organizations.
and businesses concentrate on promoting cruth and posiciviey, 1 belicve we
can take the power of social media beyond the heighes it has already
achicved.

Were there any life lessons you learned along the way?

I'm 2 business owner. but I'm also a mom. wife. daugher, sister, fricnd,
neighbor, board member. erc. erc. ete. As 1 mentioned carlier. my mom
always told me 1 could do anything. Bur after [ staeed 'Lhe $3 Agency, |
quickly came up with my own version of that mantra: You can do
anything, but you can’t do evervthing. (Ar least not at once.) So Luy w do
the most important things, based upon my values. For me. thac’s che best
ROL [e means that 'm ok working late when [ need o work lare  and
disconnecting when I'm spending time with my family. {1t’s hard t check
your emails when vou're scuba diving wich your son. ha'} 1 also learned it's
vital to have a supportive parcner who understands the craziness of being
marricd to an cntreprencur.

Whac is che happicst memory from this journcy?

‘I'his journey has been filled with so many happy memories  and new
ones are added to the list all che time. One of the happicst moments in my
carcer was being induceed Into the Advertising Hall of Fame of New [ersey
by the New Jersey Advertising Club. I'll never forget that moment,
because in addidon to being honored by my peers, it gave me a placform
licerally a stage  from which to formally thank chose who helped me along
the way. Lhose who believed in me. Those who gave me guidance. 1
became so overwhelmed with gracitude chac | could barely speale.

Where do you sce your company in 5 years?

Weare in the process of i_mplcmcnti_ng a growth pla.n 1'ight now, and in 5
vears Lhe 83 Agency will be 3x the size it is now. I'm so excited for the
future!
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